
1 
 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1. What is a Comprehensive Plan? 

A comprehensive plan is a long-term guide that expresses the values and aspirations of 

a community. It is the broadest public policy document a community can create for its 

future physical development considering the input of residents, businesses, and other 

stakeholders. The plan is a tool to prepare for change and acts as both a guidebook for 

decision-makers. The plan is not a legally binding document, but it can serve as a 

foundation for budgeting decisions, zoning ordinances, land development regulations, 

and more. 

 

2. Why does Plainfield need a Comprehensive Plan update? 

Since the 2016 plan, Plainfield has experienced significant change and new 

development. The downtown has transformed, and the town has experienced significant 

single family (single detached homes) and multi-family (townhouse and apartments) 

residential growth. Now is the time to update the plan to reflect the changes the town is 

experiencing and set a positive course of action for the future.  

 

3. Are there opportunities for residents to get involved? 

Yes. This is an open and inclusive process. There will be three rounds of public input 

opportunities during the planning process. Anybody who cares about the future of 

Plainfield will be able to participate and contribute their ideas and insight.  

 

4. How will my input be used? 

When you contribute an idea, you are making an impact on the future of Plainfield. All 

input gathered will be databased, analyzed and documented by the planning team so 

that it can serve as a foundation for the plan’s vision and goals, as well as its more 

specific actions. 

 

5. Do I have to be an expert to contribute ideas? 

You are an expert if you live or work in Plainfield. Who knows the community better than 

you? 
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6. What is the timeline for completing the plan? 

The plan is anticipated to be completed early 2024. 

 

7. Where can I learn more? 

For more information about this exciting opportunity please visit 

www.ThrivePlainfield.com or contact Kevin Whaley, AICP, Director of Planning and 

Zoning, Town of Plainfield at (317)-754-5198 or kwhaley@townofplainfield.com. 


